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This book is written by two renowned experts in the 
field who, during the past three decades, had the 
opportunity to contribute and participate in the changes 
which now guide the management of infections in 
immunocompromised patients. As the editors state 
themselves their goal was: “to develop a book that 
would be useful at the bedside and in the acute manage- 
ment of immunocompromised patients”. They have 
selected for this a group of experts from Europe and the 
United States. 
The book has been divided in two parts. Part 1: 
General principles starts with tables that list host 
defences, their functions, the predominant pathogens 
seen when defects occur, mode of acquisition and risk 
factors. In Chapter 2 microbiologic and non-microbio- 
logic diagnostic procedures are presented in a tabulated 
form. Chapter 4 lists the antimicrobial agents commonly 
used in these patients. 
Part II consists of 7 chapters which discuss infections 
according to their underlying host defect in more detail. 
This has been done throughout the book using a model 
template for questions (clinical presentation and 
evaluation; initial evaluation; risk factors; surveillance; 
prevention and treatment) to be answered by authors. 
In preparation for this review I have done three 
things: a) I have tried to find answers to questions which 
I came across in my own practice (University referral 
centre); b) I have given it to a fellow in training for her 
ID specialisation and c) I gave it to an MD in training 
for Internal Medicine who was spending his time in our 
ward. 
Moreover, given the fact that a significant number 
of subscribers to the International Journal of Infectious 
Disease work in under-developed areas where access to 
textbooks is limited and where practice of Medicine is 
different from that in North America and Europe, I have 
tried to look from their perspective as well. 
All three of us came to different conclusions. 
For myself the book was not helpful. Probably, the 
problems I am confronted with are highly specialised 
and need other sources. For example, confronted with a 
lady with common variable immunodeficiency that 
developed thrombocytopenia and needed an enormous 
amount of intravenous IgG, and signs that we could not 
explain, no help was offered by this book. Also, no clues 
were found for our CGD patient who developed 
pulmonary emphysema, and where infections by 
Aspergillus spp and Burkholderia spp had already been 
ruled out. 
In underdeveloped areas most of the immuno- 
compromised patients are HIV-infected and infections 
in HIV-infected patients are not discussed in this book 
separately. This is a disadvantage from their point of 
view. 
In contrast our ID fellow was more enthusiastic 
because the book served as a quick reference guide 
which helped her in making a quick differential diag- 
nosis and selecting the most appropriate diagnostic tests. 
For evidence-based data which she needs in order to 
prepare herself for our weekly grand round, however, 
she had to consult other sources. 
Our assistant in training for Internal Medicine was 
even more enthusiastic. It helped him to understand the 
problems in his patients (among others the same as 
discussed by myself) and gave him a good overview of 
problems arising in immunocompromised patients. 
Therefore, I come to the conclusion that this book 
can be recommended as a quick reference for concise 
and practical problems arising in immunocompromised 
patients we typically see in North America and Europe. 
This book is especially helpful for juniors in the field 
and physicians not specialised in ID confronted with an 
immunocompromised patient. Physicians working in 
underdeveloped areas or areas where the majority of 
patients consists of HIV-infected patients should find 
another source for their information. 
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